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Dear clients and friends, 

 

For more than 25 years, Bowman Sculpture has championed the beauty, strength, and elegance of the 

English New School of Sculpture. This late-19th-century movement in British sculpture is characterised 

by stirring figures from many of the world’s immortal poems and myths.  

 

Values of works from the English New School period have been steadily rising in recent years. Although 

initially supported by a small group of collectors, we’re now seeing increased interest from international 

collectors and museums seeking out what is essentially renaissance-revival sculpture from an esteemed 

group of sculptors working from the 1880s into the 20th century. 

 
 

Gilbert’s St. George Commands World-Record Price 

 
 

Highlighting this growing value in English New School is Sir Alfred Gilbert’s St. George, which recently set 

a new world-record price for a bronze sculpture. The record was set when Bonhams Auctioneers offered 

a unique large version of the work measuring 88 centimetres tall – a significant increase in scale compared 

to the well-known 46.5-centimetre version. 

 

The newly discovered sculpture, a variant of Gilbert’s design for the tomb of the Duke of Clarence in St. 

George's chapel, was originally estimated at £80,000-120,000. The piece eventually sold for £1.2 million 

at Bonhams' Fine Design 1200-1900 sale in London. 

 

“Being involved in identifying this wonderful statue and bringing it to market has been truly exciting. I am 

delighted that it sold for such an astonishing sum and set a new world auction record for a work by 

Gilbert,” said Bonhams Head of European Sculpture and Works of Art, Michael Lake. 
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St. George (88cm) sold for £1.2 million at Bonhams Auctioneers. 

 

Sir Alfred Gilbert was renowned for reworking the details on numerous versions of his famous models. 

Gilbert experimented a lot with different materials and often made individual variations to select works. 

He produced these pieces in very small numbers and had personal input into the creation of all of them. 

 

This resulted in a number of entirely unique works, such as the 88-centimetre version of St. George sold at 

Bonhams Auctioneers. This particular piece was not only exceptional in terms of its considerable size, but 

also its unique adaptations. These rare experimental versions of his subjects are highly sought after, such 

as the 46.5-centimetre bronze and ivory version of St. George, which was sold by Bowman Sculpture to the 

Musée d’Orsay in Paris. 
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St. George (46.5cm) by Sir Alfred Gilbert, rare bronze & ivory version. 

Sold by Bowman Sculpture to the Musée d’Orsay in 2014. 

 
 

Works by Gilbert currently at Bowman Sculpture 

 
 

“I was born ambitious. […] I cannot remember one moment of my life from my earliest childhood, when some sort of 

aspiration did not inspire me.” – A. Gilbert, Confessions, 1907 

 

There are a number of works by Sir Alfred Gilbert currently available at Bowman Sculpture. The 

following are all significant examples of why Gilbert was considered a prominent leader of the English 

New School of Sculpture. They also demonstrate his proficiency as a sculptor and the influence he 

gleaned from famous poetry and mythology. 

 

Please call +44 7715 574 610 or email gallery@bowmansculpture.com for enquiries. 
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Perseus Arming, Large Version 

Sir Alfred Gilbert (British, 1854-1934) 

 

Bronze with brown patina 

Height: 28 ¼" (71.8 cm) 

Conceived circa 1882 and cast at a later date. 

 

Provenance: 

Fine Art Society, London, 1920s; The Wills Sale- Property from the Collection of The Late The Hon. 

Bobby Wills, Removed from Farmington Lodge, Gloucestershire; Sotheby's, London, July 5th, 2005, lot 

50 
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Comedy & Tragedy: 'Sic Vita', Large Version 

Sir Alfred Gilbert (British, 1854-1934) 

 

Bronze with green, dark and light brown patina 

Height: 31 1/3'' (79.7 cm) 

Conceived in 1890 and cast at a later date 

 

Provenance 

Fine Art Society; 

Private Collection UK. Acquired from the above in the 1960s 
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Victory 

Sir Alfred Gilbert (British, 1854-1934) 

 

Bronze with brown and light-brown patina 

Height: 7” (17.8 cm) 

Conceived circa 1887 and cast at a later date 

 

Provenance:  

Private Collection UK 
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Group of the Lovers 

Sir Alfred Gilbert (British, 1854-1934) 

 

Plaster wax and plasticine 

Height: 6 1/8'' (15.5 cm) 

Conceived and modelled circa 1892 

 

Provenance:  

Given by Alfred Gilbert to the sculptor Albert Toft (1862-1949),  

thence by descent to his grandson. 

 

 
  



 

Bowman Sculpture gallery@bowmansculpture.com www.bowmansculpture.com 

We hope you are all keeping well. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Robert Bowman and the team at Bowman Sculpture 


