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AUGUSTE RODIN 
The Birth of Modern Sculpture  

(7 June – 27 July 2017) 

 

2017 is the centenary of the death of Auguste Rodin (1840-1917).  The Grand Palais in Paris, The Legion 

of Honour in San Francisco and The Art Gallery of South Australia in Adelaide, are amongst the plethora 

of major public institutions in multiple countries honouring Rodin, the father of modern sculpture. 

 

 
 

Bowman Sculpture, the foremost gallery in the world for works by Rodin, will also be hosting a significant 

public exhibition, gathering together over thirty of Rodin’s most famous models, highlighting the great 

master’s everlasting sculptural legacy. 
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Important works ranging from the beginning of Rodin’s career to his late abstracted figures will be on 

show, giving visitors a rare opportunity to appreciate the entire span of his sculptural production. 

 

Sculptures on display will include iconic works, such as The Thinker, The Kiss, Balzac, and Man with a Broken 

Nose, as well as rare bronze models such as the exceptional ‘First State’ of Rodin’s famed Eternal Spring, 

one of only five examples cast in this scale. 
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Another important example of Rodin’s earlier work is the Maquette for the Burghers of Calais, which the 

sculptor conceived as the first idea for his iconic monument, made as a homage to the brave citizens of 

Calais who sacrificed themselves to the invading English forces during the Hundred Year’s War. This rare 

model gives us a fascinating insight into the artist’s early concept for the sculpture, so well known in its 

monumental format. 
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The Courtauld Gallery’s recent survey Rodin and Dance: The Essence of Movement, brought fresh interest in 

Rodin’s later production. Bowman Sculpture’s exhibition will showcase three pieces from this niche of the 

master’s career, Rodin’s Movement de danse figures, giving a unique opportunity for collectors to access 

bronzes from this newly appraised area of the sculptor’s work. 

 

   
 

These and many other pieces on view at Bowman Sculpture this summer celebrate Rodin’s unique 

contribution to the history of art and also represent a special occasion for sculpture lovers and collectors 

alike, to see masterpieces by one of art’s most intriguing figures in a central London gallery. 

 

 

 

 

Rodin: The Birth of Modern Sculpture 

Exhibition runs from 7th June - 27th July  

All works are for sale.  

All works are accompanied with Comité Rodin Certificates. 


